IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



o 

\ 

ftPR 1 5 2DQ5 3 

A 

In ^Application of: 
^J$S83^ MORITZ ANDREAS MEYER 
EHRENFRIED ZSCHECH 
ECKHARD LANGER 



Serial No.: 10/677,911 
Filed: October 2, 2003 

For: TECHNIQUE FOR MONITORING THE 
STATE OF METAL LINES IN 
MICROSTRUCTURES 




PATENT 



Examiner: Nikita Wells 

Group Art Unit: 2881 

Att'y Docket: 2000. 1 1 2000/DE0454 

Customer No.: 23720 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED JANUARY 25. 2005 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service with sufficient postage as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450, on the date below: 
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This paper is submitted in response to the Office Action dated January 25, 2005, for 
which the three-month date for response is April 25, 2005. 

A fee in the amount of $700 is believed to be due in connection with the present paper. 
The Director is authorized to deduct such fee, and any other fees required under 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1.16 to 1.21, from Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. Deposit Account No. 01-0365/DE0454. 
In the event the monies in that account are insufficient, the Director is authorized to withdraw 
funds from Williams, Morgan & Amerson, P.C. Deposit Account No. 50-0786/2000.1 12000. 

Reconsideration of the application in view of the following amendments and remarks is 
respectfully requested. 
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upon a suggestion in the prior art. In re Lee, 61 U.S.P.Q.2d 143 (Fed. Cir. 2002). Conclusory 
statements regarding common knowledge and common sense are insufficient to support a finding 
of obviousness. Id. at 1434-35. 

New dependent claims 42 and 43 have been added to more specifically define illustrative 
aspects of the present invention. Claim 42 specifically recites that the dielectric layer 
encapsulates the side surfaces of the conductive structure. Claim 43 recites that the sectional 
sample has the structure present in allowed claim 38. Accordingly, for at least these additional 
reasons, it is respectfully submitted that new dependent claims 42 and 43 are likewise in 
condition for allowance. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that all pending claims are in 
condition for immediate allowance. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney 
at (713) 934-4055 with any questions, comments or suggestions relating to the referenced patent 
application. 
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